
By Kathleen Alaks
of the Daily Courier

The main difference between
wine writer Judy Reynolds and
the artisan winemakers she
writes about is perspective.

“When they look at a glass of
wine, they see a work of art,”
Reynolds says. “When I look at
a glass of wine, I see a story.”

Reynolds shares two dozen of
those stories in her new book
“Once Upon A Vine… The Secret
Stories of California’s Artisan
Wineries,” which published in
December. In the 175-page
paperback, Reynolds weaves
together personal accounts of
the lives of the people who bring
wine to life.

“What ties them all together
is the passion and the hard work
that all these people put into
their wine,” she says. “These
people are dedicated to creating
the best expression of the land
where the grapes came from
and they go the extra mile to
produce that.”

A freelance writer for nearly
25 years, Reynolds has written
hundreds of articles for medical,
industrial, trade and travel jour-
nals. Since 1990, she has written
newsletters for the California
Wine Club, the umbrella for five
national wine-of-the-month clubs
all featuring California wines.

That job has her traveling
California’s wine country three
or four times a year, touring the
vineyards and interviewing the
winemakers and winery owners.

“I’ve had the unique opportu-
nity to get to know their stories,
how and why they created the
vineyard and their wines,” she
says. “Some of the people I met
just really stuck in my mind, or
their stories stood out as espe-
cially inspiring or interesting or
funny.”

Like the story of Lane Tan-
ner, the chemistry major who
got a job at a northern California
winery and so impressed Andre
Tchelistcheff, the father of Cali-
fornia wine making, that he con-
vinced the winery owner to hire
him as their new enologist, even
though at the time she didn’t
know what the word meant. (It’s
a wine making specialist.) Later,
Tanner went on to become one of

the first women winemakers in
California and now has her own
winery in Santa Barbara

Or, the story of Brian Bab-

cock, who takes a philosophical
approach to his winemaking. Or
of Timm and Sharon Crull, who
combine their Quarry Vineyards

with a self-sufficient, sustainable
agriculture farm.

Reynolds says that, though
she’s far from being a wine con-
noisseur or even a wine aficiona-
do, she can still appreciate the
way wine looks in the glass, how
the smell can remind her of the
place where she saw the grapes
growing, how the flavor can
change over time.

“It can be such a delightful
surprise,” she says.

A Southern California native,
Reynolds graduated form the
University of California, Berke-
ley, with a degree in anthropolo-
gy and social science. She and
her husband Mark Flynn moved
to Grants Pass in 2002. They live
on rural acreage south of town

with six cats, a retired race-
horse and a mule. In addition to
writing, she is an avid horse-
back rider and traveler.

“Once Upon a Vine,”
Reynolds stresses, is not about
wine appreciation or education,
it’s not a tasting guide or a tour
book. It is about looking at wine
in a friendly, enjoyable way.

“I’m not a wine journalist or
a wine critic,” she says. “I come
to wine for the story. I have a
strong commitment to inviting
wine off of its pedestal and to sit
beside you as a friend, rather
than be intimidated by it.”

�   �   �
Reach reporter Kathleen

Alaks at 474-3815 or
kalaks@thedailycourier.com
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ADAPT
474-1033
DUII ASSESSMENT

FREE
SAVE $1 68

Come Join Our Family!

SOUTHERN OREGON
Dental Health

Janet Rich, R.D.H.
Dr. Robert Briseno, D.D.S.
Dr. Charles Aoto, D.D.S.

New Patients Welcome!
Open Seven Days A Week!

Emergency Care Available!

540 Union Ave. Ste. A � 476-7781
Rogue River, 310 Main St. � 582-4900
Se Habla Espaæol www.sodental.com

Send someone a personalized message in the Valentine Love Lines - 
Publishing in the Daily Courier in print and online

Saturday, February 14th. For as little as $10.00, you can send a 
message from the heart. Just fill out the form below and get it to the 

Daily Courier office by 5:00 pm, Tuesday, Feb. 10th.

Make Valentine�s Day Special with

Mail to: Daily Courier Love Lines � P.O. Box 1468, Grants Pass, OR 97528
 or fax to: 474-3832  or drop off at: 409 S.E. 7th St.

Online form available at http://web.thedailycourier.com/love_lines_form/

Circle one piece of art 
 or attach photograph 
of your choice:

 or

 Name
 Address
 City  State  Zip
 Phone
 Signature
 Payment Method:
� check
� credit card #  exp. date

Color photo with 25 
word message, $19.50

Actual size approx.
1.5 "  x 3.25 "

Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover welcome.

Payment in advance required.

For more info., call 474-3711
 classified@thedailycourier.com

Fill in the boxes below with your message (one word per box):

up to 35 words
 + artwork

up to 45 words
 + artwork

up to 55 words
 + artwork

up to 25 words
 + photograph

up to 25 words
 + artwork

up to 30 words
 + artwork

up to 40 words
 + artwork

up to 50 words
 + artwork

 $ 10.00
 $ 19.50
 $ 10.50
 $ 11.00
 $ 11.50
 $ 12.00
 $ 12.50
 $ 13.00

1 2

3

4 5

6

Riverside
Ready-Mix

5 3 1 S.E. Mill
4 7 6 - 1 4 2 4  � Mon-Sat


